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 century: Part 2 

 
In the second module of this two-part series, we reviewed:  

 the effects of the Reform movement of the early 19th century 
– the County Asylum Act of 1815 which recognised for the first time that there was a public responsibility 
for care of the insane  
– the Act of 1828: public asylums were built in every county, but these became horrifying repositories for 
containment 
– the 1890 Lunacy Act, which was passed to tighten up certification procedures   

 the 1930 Mental Health Act 
– this ushered in a more recognisable therapeutic approach to a contemporary mental health practitioner.  

 
Reflection 

(1.12) How does the membership of the Mental Health Commission now compare with that of the Lunacy 
Commission of 1845? 
 
(1.19) How does the media tend to report on mental illness today? What similarities are there between public 
attitudes towards the mentally ill in the late 1870s and now? 
 
(1.21) How does contemporary mental hospital architecture differ from that of late 19th

 
 century asylums? 

(1.27) To what extent do you believe that mental health institutions are a means of social control rather than cure? 
 
(2.4) What do you think the reasons were for a reduction in ‘notified insane persons’ during the First World War? 
 
 
Tables and figures 
 
Interactive timeline: 19th century mental health legislation 
 
(1.9) Early 19th century legislation and control of the confined insane 
 
(1.11) Legislation continued 
 
References 
 
Bakewell T (1815) A Letter Addressed to the Chairman of The Select Committee of the House of Commons To Enquire into the 
state of Madhouses. Newcastle, C. Chester, pp 121–126.  [Amazon]  
 
Chesterton (1906) The Ball and the Cross. NuVision Publications (21st Oct 2008). [Amazon]  
 
Digby A (1983) Changes in the Asylum: The Case of York 1777-1815. Economic History Review, Second series, 36(2): 218–
239. [full text]  
 
Dowbiggin I (1992) Degeneration and Hereditarianism In French Mental medicine 1840-90. Volume 1: 188–232.  
 
King-Hele D (1963) Erasmus Darwin. Macmillan, London. [Amazon]  
 
Jones K (1972) A History of the Mental Health Services. Routledge & Kegan Paul, London. [Amazon]  
 
Porter R (2002) Madness, A Brief History. Oxford University Press. [Amazon]  
 

http://www.psychiatrycpd.co.uk/default.aspx?page=10845�
http://www.psychiatrycpd.co.uk/default.aspx?page=10799�
http://www.psychiatrycpd.co.uk/default.aspx?page=10802�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Addressed-Chairman-Committee-Appointed-Madhouses/dp/1437458122/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1274180326&sr=8-1�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Ball-Cross-G-K-Chesterton/dp/1595476520/ref=sr_1_fkmr0_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1273148967&sr=1-2-fkmr0�
http://www.jstor.org/stable/2595921�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Erasmus-Darwin-1731-1802-D-G-King-Hele/dp/0333093267/ref=sr_1_15?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1270283838&sr=1-15�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/History-Services-International-Library-Society/dp/0710074522/ref=sr_1_13?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1273149233&sr=1-13�
http://www.amazon.co.uk/Madness-Brief-History-Roy-Porter/dp/0192802674/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&s=books&qid=1274180481&sr=1-1�


   
 

© Royal College of Psychiatrists, 17/06/2010       The regulation of madness in England from the 17th 
century to the early 20th century: Part 2                  2
     

Sheppard B (2000) A War of Nerves: Soldiers and Psychiatrists, 1914-1994. London: Jonathan Cape. [Amazon]  
 
Smith R (1981) Trial by Medicine: Insanity and Responsibility in Victorian Trials. Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh (1st Jan 
1984). [Amazon]   
 
Stone M (1985) Shellshock and the Psychologist, The Anatomy of Madness, Eds Bynum WF, Porter R & Shepherd M. 2: 11. 
[Amazon]    
 
Taylor J (2007) The architect and the pauper asylum in late nineteenth century England. Madness, Architecture and the Built 
Environment, Eds Topp L, Moran, JE, Andrews J. 13
 

: 263-284. 

Further reading 
 
Bynum WF, Porter R & Shepherd M (1985) The 
Anatomy of Madness: Essays in the History of 
Psychiatry Vol I & II. Routledge (28 Nov 1985). 
[Amazon]  

  

  A fascinating collection of essays on subjects ranging from shell 
shock to moral treatment to Descartes and dualisms.  

Jones K (1972) A History of the Mental Health 
Services. Routledge & Kegan Paul, London. 
[Amazon] 

  

      This gives considerable details about relevant mental health 
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  This module has not described the important trials of the 19th 
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