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Probity in professional practice: Part 2 

Dr Ashok G Patel and Dr Haider Malik 

 
In this module, we have provided guidance on good conduct for psychiatrists when undertaking research, as well 
as on their relationships with pharmaceutical and commercial organisations. 
  
We also explored the relationship of psychiatrists with the Royal College of Psychiatrists and other organisations, 
covering:  
  

 the use of advertising, newsletters and websites  
  

 research undertaken on behalf of the Royal College of Psychiatrists  
  

 seeking funding from commercial organisations.  
  
Furthermore, we gave advice regarding working with colleagues, and what to do when concerns are raised about a 
colleague's professional conduct. 
  
Finally, we looked at: 
  

 what information is required for self-declaration of probity and health at annual appraisal  
  

 self-prescription and prescribing for friends and family  
  

 declaring an illness where this may compromise one's career. 
 
 
Reflection 
 
(2.12) What is your understanding of the difference between copyright and plagiarism? 
 
(2.14) What do you know about ghost writing? Do you think it is ethical or not? 
 
(4.5) You are a consultant psychiatrist working in a busy inner city sector. You are stressed at work due to a 
shortage of staffing and increasing demands from management. You think that you are suffering from mild 
depression. Do you think it's alright to treat yourself? Do you know any guidelines on self-prescribing? 
 
(4.7) You are a doctor originating from outside the United Kingdom and carry Hepatitis C virus, which you acquired 
in your country of origin. You have been offered a job in the United Kingdom. The health services here have no 
access to your previous medical records. You are concerned that if you declare your condition to the employing 
authorities you might lose the offer of employment. How would you deal with this situation? 
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Sources of further help and support 
 
British Medical Association 
BMA House, Tavistock Square 
London WC1H 9JP 
Tel: 020 7387 4499 
http://www.bma.org.uk/ 
      
General Medical Council 
St James Buildings, 79 Oxford Street 
Manchester M1 6FQ 
Tel: 0845 357 8001 
http://www.gmc-uk.org/ 
        
Hospital Consultants and Specialists Association 
1 Kingsclere Road, Overton, Basingstoke 
Hants RG25 3JA 
Tel: 012 5677 1777 
Email: conspec@hcsa.com 
  
Medical and Dental Defence Union of Scotland 
Mackintosh House, 120 Blythswood Street 
Glasgow G2 4EA 
Tel: 0141 221 5858 
http://www.mddus.co.uk/ 
 
Medical Defence Union Limited 
230 Blackfriars Road 
London SE1 8PJ 
Tel: 020 7202 1500 
http://www.the-mdu.com/ 
  
Medical Protection Society 
33 Cavendish Square 
London W1G OPS 
Tel: 020 7637 0541  
http://www.mps.org.uk/ 
 
National Clinical Assessment Service (NCAS) 
1st

 London SW8 5NQ 
 Floor, Market Towers, 1 Nine Elms Lane  

24-hour emergency contact: 020 7062 1655 
Email: mailto:madvice.service@ncas.nhs.uk 
www.ncas.npsa.nhs.uk 
 
NHS Counter fraud and Security Management Service 
Weston House, 246 High Holborn 
London WC1V 7EX 
Tel: 020 7895 4500 
http://www.cfsms.nhs.uk/ 
  
Psychiatrists Support Service 
Royal College of Psychiatrists 
17 Belgrave Square 
London SW1X 8PG 
Tel: 020 7245 0412 
Email: psychiatristssupportservice@rcpsych.ac.uk 
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